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Art Unit: 



Reissue Applications 



1. Please note that the amendment after final is informal. Neither the "clean copy" (which is not 
supposed to be filed in reissues) nor the "marked-up" copy is proper. The amended claim was 
newly added to the patent. Therefore, the entire claim should be underlined. There should be no 
brackets. The applicant should explain in text form what the changes are, and where they find 
support. 

2. Applicant is advised that a complete reply after final must include a supplemental reissue 
declaration stating that all errors being corrected not covered by a previous declaration arose 
without deceptive intent. If the stated error in the original declaration is no longer in the case, the 
supplemental must also state at least one specific error being corrected. 



3. The Declaration imder 37 CFR 1.132 filed 10/12/01 is insufficient to overcome the 
rejection of claims 33-38 based upon Kellerman, Andrews, and Moronaga as set forth in the last 
Office action because: 

In response to the arguments raised by Grim in the Declaration, the issue of the specific areas 
disclosed by Andrews has been argued and discussed at length in the prosecution of the parent 
application. Andrews clearly states that ("the number, shape, and position of the depressions 18 
and 18a may be chosen as best suited to the needs of most users", see column 2 lines 10-15). 
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Also, in response to Applicant's piecemeal analysis of the references, it has been held that one 
cannot show non-obviousness by attacking references individually where, as here, the rejections 
are based on combinations of references. In re Keller, 208 USPQ 871 (CCPA 1981). 

Although a Declaration which states only conclusions may have some probative value, such a 

declaration may have little weight when considered in light of all the evidence of record in the 

application. In re Brandstadter, 484 F.2d 1395, 179 USPQ 286 (CCPA 1973). 

4. Telephone inquiries regarding the status of application or other general questions, by persons entitled to the 
information, "should be directed to the group clerical personnel and not to the Examiners. In as much as the official 
records and applications are located in the clerical section of the examining groups, the clerical personnel can readily 
provide status information without contacting the examiners", M.P.E.P. 203.08. The Group clerical receptionist number 
is (703) 308-1 148 or the Tech Center 3700 Customer Service Center number is (703) 306-5648. 

For applicant's convenience, the Group Technological Center FAX number is *703) 305- 

3580. Please identify Examiner of Art Unit at the top of your cover sheet of any 

correspondence submitted. 

Inquiries concerning the merits of the examination should be directed to Marie Patterson 
whose telephone number is (703) 308-0069. 

If in receiving this Office Action it is apparent to applicant that certain documents are missing, 
e.g. copies of references cited, form PTO-1449, for PTO-892, etc. requests for copies of such 
papers should be directed to Valerie Douglas at (703) 308-1337. 

Check out our web-site at "www.uspto.gov" for fees and other useful information. 




Marie Patterson 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3728 



Attachment for PTO-948 (Rev. 03/01, or earlier) 

6/18/01 

The below text replaces the pre-printed text under the heading, 
'information on How to Effect Drawing Changes," on the back 
of the PTO-948 (Rev. 03/01, or eaHier) form. 

INFORMATION ON HOW TO EFFECT DRAWING ( HANGES 



I. Correction of Informalities - 37 CFR 1.85 

New corrected dravMnus must be tiled with the changes incorpoiaied therein 
Identifying indicia, if provided, should include the title of the ifr.cntioii. 
inventor\s name, and application number, or docket number (if an\ i if an 
application number has not been assigned to the application If this mrbrmation is 
provided, it must be placed on the front of each sheet and centered within the top 
margin If corrected drawings are required ma Notice of Altouanilii\ (PT(Jl.- 
37), the new drawings MUST be tiled within the THREE MONTH shonened 
statutory period set for reply in the Notice of Allowability fixionsions of time 
may NOT be obtained under the provisions of 37 CFR I I or (b) for tilinu 
the corrected drawings after the mailing of a Notice of Allouahilitv The 
drawings should be tiled as a separate paper with a transnmiai letter addressed lo 
the OtTicial Drartsperson 

2. Corrections other than Informalities Noted bv Draftsperson on form PTO- 
948. 

All changes to the drawmgs. other than mtbrmalities noted h\ ihc Draftsperson 
MI ST be made m the same manner as above except that, norniail^ . a highlighted 
( preferabK red mk) sketch of the changes to be incorporated .!U<- he ncv^ 
dravMngs MI ST be approved bv the examiner before tlie api^'..:: vmi \\\\\ be 
allowed \o changes vs. ill he peniiitied to he made, .nhcv th^'^ . - ■ evp.< mi .^\' 
informahiies. unless the examiner ila^appr(ned ilie ph.>(>ONe.; .■. "_e^ 

Timing of C orreclions 

Applicant IS required to submit tlie dra\Miig corIcc!lot)^ w ithin the 
tunc pcru)d sot in the attached Offico cv)iniminicai uMi See C IK 
i S5(ai 

I- a I lure \o take eon*eeii \ e aeiion within ihe sei pet tivl will leMili in 
ABANDONMK.NT of the applieaiion 
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